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For Immediate Release

International Day of Peace poised at major tipping point for global observation.

On September 21st more than 1800 supporting organizations from 190 countries will unite in an unprecedented collaboration to celebrate and focus worldwide intention on global peace!

The International Day of Peace is focused on growing a Culture of Peace in the 21st century. This year marks the 25th anniversary of Peace Day.  There are more than 1200 events posted at www.InternationalDayOfPeace.org for observers to attend.  A minute of silence at 12 noon local time on September 21 will also be observed worldwide.

The United Nations Headquarters in New York City will host a Global Peace Day event, empowering individuals, groups and organizations worldwide to build and achieve peace within their communities.

On Thursday 21 September, for the last time during his term in office, Secretary-General Kofi Annan will ring the Japanese Peace Bell located in the West Court Garden on the front lawn of the Secretariat Building. He will call for the minute of silence at the event scheduled to be held from 9.30 to 9.45 a.m.

Seven Messengers of Peace -- Muhammad Ali, Vijay Amritraj, Anna Cataldi, Michael Douglas, Jane Goodall, Wynton Marsalis AND Elie Wiesel -- are expected to accompany the Secretary-General.

Numerous global commemorative events and activities are planned by United Nations offices, governmental and non-governmental agencies, and civil, societal and religious groups to promote the ideals of peace and non-violence.

BACKGROUND OF THE ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE (21 SEPTEMBER)
http://internationaldayofpeace.org

The International Day of Peace, established by a United Nations resolution in 1981 to coincide with the opening of the General Assembly, was first celebrated on the third Tuesday of September, 1982. IN 2002, the UN General Assembly set 21 September as the permanent date for the International Day of Peace.

In establishing the International Day of Peace, the United Nations General Assembly decided that it would be appropriate "to devote a specific time to concentrate the efforts of the United Nations and its Member States, as well as of the whole of mankind, to promoting the ideals of peace and to giving positive evidence of their commitment to peace in all viable ways… (The International Day of Peace) should be devoted to commemorating and strengthening the ideals of peace both within and among all nations and peoples."

The Assembly's resolution declared that the International Day of Peace "will serve as a reminder to all peoples that our Organization, with all its limitations, is a living instrument in the service of peace and should serve all of us here within the Organization as a constantly pealing bell reminding us that our permanent commitment, above all interests or differences of any kind, is to peace. May this Peace Day indeed be a day of peace."[Quotes excerpted from the United Nations General Assembly Resolution UN/A/RES/36/67]

[Quote from the UN Resolution UN/A/RES/55/282 which amends the date of the International Day of Peace to 21 September]:
"The Assembly, reaffirming the contribution that the observance and celebration of the International Day of Peace make in strengthening the ideals of peace and alleviating tensions and causes of conflict, (decided that) beginning with the fifty-seventh session, the Day should be observed on 21 September each year, with this date to be brought to the attention of all people for the celebration and observance of peace."

Background on the Culture of Peace Initiative

The Culture of Peace Initiative (formerly the "WE THE PEOPLES" Initiative) is a United Nations-designated Peace Messenger Initiative, coordinated by Pathways To Peace, which serves to connect organizations and individuals to build a culture of peace. 

cultureofpeace.org 

The purpose of the Initiative website (CultureOfPeace.org) is to provide a synergistic hub for the Global Culture of Peace community -- a one-stop peace portal offering links and resources to inspire and empower local action connected to this global movement.


